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Abstract

Background: Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) is frequent in childhood and may have
long-term sequelae. By employing an evidence-based approach, this scoping review aims at
identifying (a) early predictors of DLD; (b) the optimal age range for the use of screening and
diagnostic tools; (c) effective diagnostic tools in preschool children.

Methods: We considered systematic reviews, meta-analyses, and primary observational studies
with control groups on predictive, sensitivity and specificity values of screening and diagnostic
tools and psycholinguistic measures for the assessment of DLD in preschool children. We identified
37 studies, consisting of 10 systematic reviews and 27 primary studies.

Results: Delay in gesture production, receptive and/or expressive vocabulary, syntactic
comprehension, or word combination up to 30 months emerged as early predictors of DLD, a family
history of DLD appeared to be a major risk factor, and low socioeconomic status and environmental
input were reported as risk factors with lower predictive power. Optimal time for screening is
suggested between age 2 and 3, for diagnosis around age 4. Because of the high variability of
sensitivity and specificity values, joint use of standardized and psycholinguistic measures is
suggested to increase diagnostic accuracy.

Conclusions: Monitoring risk situations and employing caregivers' reports, clinical assessment and
multiple linguistic measures are fundamental for an early identification of DLD and timely
interventions.

Keywords: age of assessment; developmental language disorder; diagnostic tools; early
predictors; evidence-based medicine; language delay; late talkers; screening tools.
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Figure 1 Flow diagram
of the included...
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